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proclaimed? It is to go out and be proclaimed by human beings. 
In one sense those who love the Gospel are living letters of 
Christ and of the Gospel as they go out into the world (II Corin-
thians 3:3). But believers are to go out and proclaim the Gospel 
as agents of peace. No one else is going to proclaim the Gospel 
in the world but those who believe the message of the Gospel of 
peace.  
 
Surely we can see the point already. The whole world is at war 
with God and has enmity with Him. The world’s enmity with 
each other is because it is at enmity with God. Since enmity 
with God is based on self-love and selfishness, each person that 
does not love God is at war with each person that does not love 
him as he loves himself. Without the central idea of God as the 
only source of love and the only true object of love, humanity is 
locked into a war of the gods and there are six billion or so on 
earth. This is one reason why Jesus tells us (in several places) 
that a person must deny self in order to follow Him. He also 
tells us that a person must be turned and be humble as a child to 
enter the kingdom (Matthew 18:1-4). The peacemaker is one 
that goes into a world that is at enmity with God and each other 
and brings the proclamation of peace with God. That peace with 
God is seen when the person loves God and those made in His 
image out of love for Him (Greatest Commandments).  
 
It is also true that when we try to get people to see that they are 
at war with God that they realize that they don’t like us very 
much either. In other words, their enmity toward God comes out 
toward the peacemakers. It is in recognition of this that believ-
ers and false believers start with things in a backward way. Be-
lievers will at times begin to try to make peace with people in 
order to get them to hear the Gospel. However, that is simply 
impossible. There will never be true peace without the Gospel. 
Romans 12:18 is still true: “If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, be at peace with all men.” However, we are never called to 
make peace with the profane or professing believers in any way 
that will compromise the Gospel. While many want peace and 
unity before or at the expense of the Gospel, the Gospel alone 
brings peace. A true peacemaker is one that will not strive for 
peace in any way other than the Gospel allows and which is 
consistent with the Gospel.  
 
If the people of the earth are at war with God, then what sense 
does the message that is common today (God loves you) make 
to people? They need to know that the denial that they are at 
war with God is part of the war. What does it mean to go out 
with the message that people may have peace with God in the 
Gospel if they believe that there is no war between them and 
God to begin with? If they believe that God’s love for them is 
the same as it is for believers, then they will never recognize the 

enmity they have toward God and others. Jesus tells us that 
“even sinners love those who love them” (Luke 6:32). If we go 
out with a message that starts with how God loves people, they 
will believe that they love God simply because they hear that 
He loves them. It is vital to the message of the Gospel of peace 
to have people understand that they are at war with God from 
the beginning. Part of being at war with God is that people deny 
that they need peace with Him because He loves them and 
therefore they love Him. They are suppressing the knowledge of 
God and so they suppress the war with God as well. The mes-
sage of true peace must always begin with the message of war. 
If the true nature of the war is not seen, the true nature of peace 
will not be understood as needed.  
There is also the problem of people not listening to or under-
standing the nature of their enmity to God and their being at war 
with Him. If they think of the war as just being the outward ac-
tions, then they think that they can simply stop certain actions 
and start other ones and that will be enough. Psalm 81:15 points 
out this danger: "Those who hate the LORD would pretend obe-
dience to Him, And their time of punishment would be forever.” 
The world will cease apparent hostility from self-interest, but 
they do not have real peace with love and goodness. People can 
run around trying to get hostilities to cease and still not care 
about true peace. There is no peace until we love & are con-
cerned about the peace of the other with God.  
 
We simply must understand this issue or we will not be true 
peacemakers. People are deceived and people love to be de-
ceived. If they do not understand that it is not just their actions 
that are at war with God but that they are by nature at enmity 
with God, they will not understand the true nature of sin and 
therefore miss the Gospel too. If we do not understand that peo-
ple will pray a prayer and make an outward reformation of life 
in an effort to convince themselves and others that they are at 
peace with God, we have yet to understand the deceptive nature 
of the human heart. Human beings are able to talk themselves 
into just about any belief that they want if it will deny some-
thing they utterly hate and even fear. A true peacemaker desires 
true peace and so goes to the heart of the person which is the 
location of the true enmity. It is only there that the peacemaker 
is able to show the person the nature of true enmity with God 
and of how the person is deceiving him or herself in the matter.  
 
Romans 5:1 sets out one connection between justification and 
peace: “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” As peacemakers we 
must notice some important parts of this text. It is only when a 
person has been justified that a person has peace with God. It is 
not a justification that is obtained in various ways, but it is a 
justification that is obtained by faith. We know from Romans 

(Continued on page 4) 

Beatitudes (Continued) 

Weekly Update  ~  August 30, 2007                                                                                           

Spurgeon Baptist Association Of Churches 



Spurgeon Baptist Association Website: www.spurgeonbaptistassociation.org ~ E-Mail: SmiEdward@aol.com 

(Continued from page 3) 
3:23-4:25 what this means. A person is only justified when he 
gives up on his own works and righteousness and so trusts in 
Christ alone. A person is only justified when he gives up all 
efforts to pay God back in any way and believes in the propitia-
tion accomplished by the sacrifice of Christ. It is by the life, 
sufferings, death, and resurrection of Christ alone that a person 
can have peace with God. It is by faith alone in order that this 
salvation may be by grace alone (Romans 4:16). A person that 
has been justified by faith is justified on the basis of Christ 
alone and of grace alone (Romans 3:24-26). This justification 
that grants peace with God is only through the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
It is an absolute dictum that we must never, never, never give 
up (shades of Churchill) the Gospel of Jesus Christ for any rea-
son. It matters not how much there is an outward call for peace 
with human beings, churches, denominations, political parties 
or anything else, there is no real peace apart from the Gospel 
and a true peacemaker knows that true peace will never happen 
apart from the Gospel. A true peacemaker will never try to pro-
claim or negotiate a peace apart from the doctrine of justifica-
tion by grace alone through faith alone in order that it may be 
by Christ alone to the glory of God alone. God is sovereign 
with perfect rights over each and every person. He declares the 
terms of surrender and the terms of peace. There is no other 
way.  
 
Romans 5:10 points us to the truth of what we were saved from 
and yet the truth of the life of the believer: “For if while we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of 
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life.” A saved person is one that has been saved from 
being the enemy of God and is now reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son (Christ Jesus). If we have truly been deliv-
ered from enmity with God and now have peace with God in 
this way, how can we try to make peace in another way? This is 
not just stubbornness or pride on the part of the believer; this is 
revelation from Scripture and a reality of the heart. Another 
way to put it would be to say that the believer knows it is true 
from Scripture and the application of the Scripture to the heart 
by the Spirit.  
 
There are requirements for being a true peacemaker. It requires 
that one has peace with God first and foremost. It requires that 
the peacemaker fear God more than man and because the peace-
maker loves God s/he will love others even when s/he is being 
treated with hatred. A peacemaker must have humility and be 
willing to be treated as a sheep to be slaughtered in order that 
others would have peace with God to the glory of God. A 

peacemaker must be one that has enough love to be considered 
and called stubborn and various other names as s/he stands 
firmly on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The peacemaker is called 
to suffer for the Gospel in order that other people may hear the 
Gospel of peace to the glory of God. A peacemaker will not 
compromise the Gospel as it is the message of peace.  

Richard Smith 
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Building Healthy Churches, October 29th 
At Tan-Tar-A Resort, Lake of the Ozarks 

Email Pastor Joseph Braden for more information at  
Justbyfaithalone@aol.com. 

 

FOUNDATION—What Our Churches Are Called to Do  
Session 1: Display God’s Gospel By Listening to His Word, 
Matt Schmucker  
 
CONSTRUCTION—How To Build  
Session 2: Preaching & Biblical Theology, Mark Dever  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
Session 3: Conversion & Evangelism, Jonathan Leeman  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
 
LIFE TOGETHER—How To Enjoy Life Together  
Session 4: Membership/Discipline, Matt Schmucker  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
Session 5: Leadership, Mark Dever  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
 

Biographies:  
Mark Dever serves as the senior pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in 
Washington, DC. A Duke graduate, Dr. Dever holds a M.Div. from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, a Th.M. from The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. in ecclesiastical theology from         
Cambridge University. He is the president of 9Marks Ministries and has 
taught at a number of seminaries. Dr. Dever has authored several books and 
articles. Most recently What is a Healthy Church? and The Gospel and Per-
sonal Evangelism (Crossway 2007). He and his wife Connie live and minis-
ter with their son, Nathan, on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.  
 

Matt Schmucker has served 9Marks as the executive director since 1998 
and gives oversight to the organization. He focuses on church and pastor 
consulting, conference planning, book editing, and speaking. He has served 
Capitol Hill Baptist Church since 1991—in administration and as an elder—
aiding Mark Dever in the vital work of renewing a local church. Matt gradu-
ated from the University of Maryland with a double major in finance and 
marketing and lives with his wife and five children in Washington, DC.  
 

Jonathan Leeman serves as director of communications for 9Marks. He 
writes or edits most 9Marks communications, including website content, 
9News, marketing material, and so on. Jonathan originally worked in jour-
nalism. Since his call to ministry, he has earned a master of divinity from 
Southern Seminary and has worked as an interim pastor. He is also working 
on his Ph.D. in ecclesiology. He lives with his wife and daughters in Che-
verly, MD. 

Missouri Baptist Pastor’s Conference 
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As you are likely to be joined in controversy, and your 
love of truth is joined with a natural warmth of temper, 
my friendship makes me solicitous on your behalf. You 
are of the strongest side, for truth is great, and must pre-
vail; so that a person of abilities inferior to yours, might 
take the field with a confidence of victory. I am not, 
therefore anxious for the event of the battle; but I would 
have you more than a conqueror, and to triumph not 
only over your adversary, but over yourself. 
 
If you cannot be vanquished, you may be wounded. To 
preserve you from such wounds as might give you cause 
of weeping over your conquests, I would present you 
with some considerations, which, if duly attended to, 
will do you the service of a coat of mail; such armor, 
that you need not complain, as David did of Saul's, that 
it will be more cumbersome than useful; for you will 
easily perceive that it is taken from that great magazine 
provided for the Christian soldier, the Word of God.… 
 
As to your opponent, I wish that before you set pen to 
paper against him, and during the whole time you are 
preparing your answer, you may commend him to ear-
nest prayer to the Lord's teaching and blessing. This 
practice will have a direct tendency to conciliate your 
heart to love and pity him; and such a disposition will 
have a good influence upon every page you write. If you 
account him a believer, though greatly mistaken in the 
subject of debate between you, the words of David to 
Joab, concerning Absalom, are very applicable: "Deal 
gently with him for my sake." 
 
The Lord loves him and bears with him, therefore you 
must not despise him, or treat him harshly. The Lord 
bears with you likewise and expects that you should 
show tenderness to others, from a sense of the much for-
giveness you need yourself....And though you may find 
it necessary to oppose his errors, view him personally as 
a kindred soul, with whom you are to be happy in Christ 
forever. 
 

But if you look upon him as an unconverted person, in a 
state of enmity against God and his grace (a supposition 
which, without good evidence, you should be very un-
willing to admit ), he is a more proper subject of your 
compassion then of your anger. Alas!" he knows not 
what he does." But you know who has made you to dif-
fer. If God, in his sovereign pleasure had so appointed, 
you might have been as he is now; and he, instead of 
you, might have been set for the defense of the Gospel. 
You were both equally blind by nature. If you attend to 
this, you will not reproach or hate him, because the Lord 
has been pleased to open your eyes and not his. Of all 
people who engage in controversy, we . . . . are most ex-
pressly bound by our own principles to the exercise of 
gentleness and moderation. 
 
If, indeed, they who differ from us have a power of 
changing themselves, if they can open their own eyes, 
and soften their own hearts, then we might with less in-
consistency be offended at their obstinacy; but if we be-
lieve the very contrary to this, our part is not to strive, 
but in meekness to instruct those who oppose, "if perad-
venture, God will give them repentance to the acknowl-
edgment of the truth." (2 Tim. 2:25) If you write with a 
desire of correcting mistakes, you will of course, be cau-
tious of laying stumbling blocks in the way of the blind, 
or of using any expressions that may exasperate their 
passions, confirm them in their prejudices, and thereby 
make their conviction, humanly speaking, more imprac-
ticable.  

(excerpt from “The Reformed Reader”) 

Controversy—John Newton 

Trinity Baptist Church Family Resource Center has 
100’s of books, cassette tapes, CDs, videos, and DVDs 
available to be checked out.  Authors include R. C. 
Sproul and many more.  Available resources are listed 
on the associa t ion websi te a t  www.
spurgeonbaptistassociation.org.  You may also call the 
church at 785-456-8513 for more information. 


